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A national alliance was launched on 19

th
 May 2016 by Peak Industry Bodies – 

Homelessness Australia, National Shelter, Community Housing Industry 
Association and Australian Council of Social Service 
 

Every night, more than 105,000 Australians don’t have a place to call home.  
That’s one in every 200 people.  With your support and enough political will, we 
can end both homelessness and the housing crisis.  That’s why we’re building a 
movement of Australians declaring their vote this election is a Vote Home.   
 

A Vote Home is a vote for a national strategy to address housing affordability 
and a vote for all political parties to commit to end the housing crisis by 2025. 
 

The Vote Home campaign will have a focus on a range of affordable housing and 
homelessness issues.  It includes five reforms that will deliver more affordable 
housing and end homelessness: 
 

 Significant growth in public and community housing and other  

 affordable options 

 National Homelessness Strategy and Plan 

 Reform the tax treatment of rental housing 

 Increase Commonwealth Rent Assistance 

 Address the shortfall of appropriate, affordable housing for people  

 with disabilities 
 

More details can be found here 
 

The CHCSA will keep members updated on the progress of the Vote Home 
campaign leading up to the Federal election on 2

nd
 July 2016.   

 
 
 
 
 

As published on the AHI website 
 

This seminar offers social housing practitioners the opportunity to hear and 
learn from affordable housing specialists and participate in discussion about the 
current state of play in the affordable housing space and relationship of 
affordable and social housing including new ways social housing providers are 
contributing to the availability of affordable housing. 
 

This seminar will be held at the Holiday Inn Sydney Airport, from 9am – 5pm on 
Thursday 9

th
 June 2016.  For further information and to download a copy of the 

full program click here 
 
 

Community Housing Council of SA Inc 
Peak Industry Body for Community Housing Providers in South Australia 
283-285 Payneham Road, ROYSTON PARK SA 5070 
Ph. (08) 8362 1022   Fx. (08) 8362 1944    E-mail: info@chcsa.org.au   Website:  www.chcsa.org.au 
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Vote Home:  let’s end the  
housing crisis by 2025 

Affordable and Social Housing Seminar 

https://www.change.org/m/vote-home-let-s-end-the-housing-crisis-by-2025-2b749c36-ff87-4f0c-bc58-54c500f85f2f
http://housinginstitute.org/Portals/10/Documents/Seminars/2016_06_09_ASHPromoProgram.pdf
mailto:info@chcsa.org.au
http://www.chcsa.org.au/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

As published in a Media Release from Westside Housing Association on 16
th

 May 2016 
 

Westside Housing Association is taking its kitchen on the road by hosting free pop up community café sessions for its 

community housing tenants across Adelaide, starting with the launch in Prospect on 16 May.  The new Community 

Caravan and Café is the result of a grant received by Westside from the Department of Communities and Social Inclusion 

to run monthly sessions for its tenants 
 

Westside CEO Julie Rehn said, “Pop Up Cafes are popular from Seattle to Semaphore, so we thought we should start one 
for tenants as a way to connect up and try new activities.” 
 

“The Community Caravan and Café is part of Westside’s Sustainable Communities Project to help tenants get more 
connected to their community, learn new skills and meet new people.  These are all important factors in maintaining 
stable and successful tenancies in community housing.” 
 

The Café is just one way Westside facilitates tenant participation and engagement to boost the community atmosphere, 
help to reduce social isolation and improve health, wellness and confidence among participants.” 
 

Ms Rehn said, “This type of community building helps break down the stigma that is so often associated with community 
housing.  Westside has a great tenant community – it’s diverse, interesting and friendly – with over 100 people in the 
inner north western suburbs.  Getting out and about together is a positive step toward improving the perceptions out 
there about community housing.” 
 

“The Community Caravan and Café launch will take place Monday 16 May for our tenants in Adelaide’s inner north-west 
and features a free Mexican cooking demonstration and lunch with Callum Hann’s crew from Sprout.” 
 

Westside will host many more to come and each with a different theme, from kids’ art classes to picnic lunches and 
recreational bike rides.  We’ll also have our own style of Master Chef where tenants can showcase their cooking talents 
by making lunch for other tenants. 
 

 

Westside Housing Association:   
Our Kitchen Rules – A New Breed of Café Pops Up 



 

 

 

 

 

As published on the AHI website 
 

On Tuesday 10
th

 May 2016 over 40 social housing professionals with a strong interest in Asset Management came 
together at the Asset Management Professional Practice Seminar in Adelaide to exchange ideas and innovative practice 
methods to manage housing portfolios.  With representation from 29 Government and non-government organisations 
from across Australia and New Zealand, conversation was rich and diverse.  This seminar was the 5

th
 in the Asset 

Management series that has been held in 4 jurisdictions since 2013.  Each seminar in the series offers a unique program 
and a distinctive continuing professional development and networking opportunity for those working in the asset 
management field. 
 

Julie Rehn, CEO at Westside Housing Association Inc and AHI Director, South Australia, offered the following wrap-up of 
the Adelaide seminar: 
 

“During the seminar we have shared professional practice knowledge from the 3 sectors; not-for-profit, private and 
government.  It was clear that we need to meet the needs of the changing demographics of our community and develop 
more smaller homes for the single person households as well as some larger homes for big families. 
 

We need to have a policy framework to guide locational criteria and the quality we are aiming for.  As homes are 
transferred from public housing to not-for-profits for management, they need to ensure the risks are managed for 
government and the public. 
 

Practice information was shared by the experienced and the wise: 
 

 You need to be clear about why you are collecting data 

 Take a step back each year and spend time to look at your data.  Don’t waste everyone’s time by collecting data 

for no good purpose 

 Use the data to act.  Make sure you carry out programmed works 

 Harnessing technology can produce innovation.  Don’t be left behind in this area 

 The big challenge is how to measure what you are doing 

 Asset management is very important, not only because of the financial and safety risks involved.  It is the #1 

ISSUE FOR TENANTS. 
 

We would like to thank the following seminar speakers for their contribution:  James Clough (Assets Manager at Junction 
Australia), Dr Tony Gilmour (Acting General Manager at Junction Australia), Steve Lyons (CEO and Managing Director at 
SPM Assets Pty Ltd), Donald Proctor (Group Manager Assets at Compass Housing Services), Julie Rehn (CEO at Westside 
Housing Association Inc and SA Branch Director at Australasian Housing Institute), Deb Robinson (Manager Strategic & 
Asset Services at Junction Australia) and Gregg Ryan (Manager, Housing Solutions at Renewal SA). 
 

Feedback from participants included: 
 

 “Great to see such an open forum/seminar.  Those in the sector willing to share ideas and strategies” 

 “It was great having a mix of local, SA based, interstate and government speakers.  I enjoyed hearing from 

established organisations, ones in the process of growth” 

 “Enjoyed the interactive nature of discussions post each topic” 

 “Informative, good (and negative) to hear that issues faced are across all states, good to hear ideas around 

combatting and working with these issues” 
 

To download a copy of the presentation handouts click here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information on the following vacancy contact Christine at Cornerstone Housing on 8165 5300 or send an 
email enquiry to admin@cornerstonehousing.com.au 
 

Available now:  2 bedroom property in Cleve.  Rent is calculated at 25% of household income plus Commonwealth Rent 
Assistance. 

AHI:  Asset Management Seminar Review 

Cornerstone Housing Vacancy 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mv8875ubjeb31w9/AABk6YrNzUhiFw8j3vxbrbwMa?dl=0
mailto:admin@cornerstonehousing.com.au


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

As published on the DCSI website 
 

Community Benefit SA 
 

Community Benefit SA (CBSA) provides one-off project funding to incorporated, non-government, non-profit, charitable 
and social welfare organisations to develop and strengthen communities across the metropolitan, rural and remote 
regions of South Australia.  Grants aim to improve the community participation, life management skills, well-being and 
quality of life of disadvantaged individuals, families and communities.  Grants are offered up to $45,000.  Average:  
$10,000.  Total Pool:  $4,000,000. 
 

For more information on these grants click here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference:  8.30am – 4.45pm – Tuesday, 7
th

 June 2016 (9 Light Square House, Light Square, Adelaide) 
Social Capital Networking Dinner:  5.30pm – 8.00pm (Top Floor, Advertiser Building, 31 Waymouth Street, Adelaide) 
 

This not to be missed conference, presented by Social Capital (www.socialcapitalcity.com) and with support from event 
partners (The Adelaide City Council, The Department of Premier and Cabinet, The Australian Centre for Social Innovation, 
Light Square House, Newscorp, JamShop, TEDx Adelaide) and a terrific line up of speakers who have lived the journey, 
explores new forms of enterprise emerging where the core purpose is to create social, cultural, environment and 
economic value. 
 

Guest speakers include:  Professor Jana Matthews (ANZ Chair of business growth, University of SA, formerly of the 
Kauffman Foundation, USA), Paul Eddington (CEO, SYC Inc), Ian Callahan (Founder, Bar 9/Bar 9 Outreach), Alicia Darvall 
(Executive Director, B-Lab Australia & NZ) and Andrew Montesi (Entrepreneur, Managing Director, Apiro Consulting). 
 

To find out more about this conference, or to book your ticket click here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As published on the Compass Housing website 
 

For the past decade there has been a growing awareness of a housing crisis in Australia and the absence of a national 
strategy to address it.  A number of housing and community organisations, other agencies and academics have come 
together to create the Toward a National Housing Strategy document to help inform this process.  The document 
assembles a range of evidence from academics and practitioners, a wide range of published academic research, policy 
documents, conversations with leading experts and the many non-academic publications that address varying aspects of 
the housing crisis.  It makes a number of recommendations that collectively build towards the creation of a National 
Housing Strategy. 
 

Why do we need a National Housing Strategy? 
 

There is a growing awareness of the range of issues associated with a housing crisis.  These include: 
 

 An affordability crisis and emergence of the concept of ‘generation rent’ 

 First time buyers are having difficulty entering an overheated market 

 The challenge of rental affordability for key workers in our cities 

 Rising levels of homelessness and the impact on people who have not historically been associated with 

homelessness, including older women 

To read the full article click here 

Sector Information:  Grant Opportunities 

Social Capital Conference:  Social Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Enterprise 

Towards A National Housing Strategy 

http://www.dcsi.sa.gov.au/services/grants-for-organisations/community-benefit-sa
http://www.socialcapitalcity.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/social-capital-conference-social-entrepreneurship-innovation-enterprise-tickets-25252624279?utm_term=eventurl_text%23tickets
https://www.compasshousing.org/towards-national-housing-strategy


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
TUESDAY 31

ST
 MAY 2016    Fire Safety Co-ordinator Workshop (VMTMO’s) 

 

FRIDAY 3
RD 

JUNE 2016    Associations’ Forum 
 

TUESDAY 7
TH

 JUNE 2016    Introduction to Community Housing Course commences 
 

WEDNESDAY 8
TH

 JUNE 2016   Central Forum 
 

TUESDAY 28
TH

 JUNE 2016    Public Information Session  
 
FRIDAY 1

ST
 JULY 2016    Associations’ Forum  

 
MONDAY 4

TH
 JULY 2016    Introduction to Community Housing Course commences 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Consumer and Business Services (CBS) 

 
South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT) 

 
Tenancy Information & Advisory Services (TIAS) 

 
Community Centres SA 

 
Mediation SA 

 
Legislation 

 
ATO Benchmark Market Rent Rates    

 
STARService      

 
Volunteering SA&NT 

 
DCSI Focus Magazine - May 2016 
 

Act for a sustainable future: only print if needed.  
We are committed to providing you the best service possible.  

Disclaimer:  

This e-mail may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient (s) may access, use, distribute or copy 
this e-mail. If this e-mail is received in error, please inform the sender by return e-mail and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this 

message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the e-mail and any attached files for viruses. 
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http://www.syc.net.au/tias/overview/
http://www.communitycentressa.asn.au/news
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http://www.volunteeringsa.org.au/
http://www.joomag.com/magazine/focus-may-2016/0602591001461215604?short%20%20%20

