
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
As published in a Media Release by the new Chairperson of the Community 
Housing Industry Association (CHIA) on 11

th
 July 2016 

 
Housing must be a driving force behind the new Federal Government’s agenda 
and no longer take a backseat, the head of the nation’s peak community 
housing body says. 
 
Michael Lennon, Chair of the Community Housing Industry Association, has 
called on the Prime Minister to recognise housing as “the pillar it is” in the 
nation’s social and economic productivity. 
 
“Housing is a critical issue – it also underpins a range of other social services 
challenges we, as a nation, face,” Mr Lennon said. 
 
“Australians’ discontent has been expressed at the ballot box and there is no 
doubt, the lack of Commonwealth focus on housing affordability is part of this. 
 
“There has been a neglect of housing policy across home ownership, private 
rental, social and public housing. 
 
“Housing needs a clearer commitment from the incoming Turnbull Government 
supported by more dedicated cabinet and administrative arrangements.” 
 
CHIA, a newly created body, brings together more than 900 community housing 
organisations across the country providing around 70,000 secure, well-managed 
homes for vulnerable Australian households in a cost-effective, efficient and 
competitive way for Governments. 
 
Mr Lennon said with renting becoming the life tenure for more and more 
Australian families and waiting lists for public and community housing now 
totalling 187,500 across the country, a new approach is needed beyond the 
National Affordable Housing Agreement and “this must include the community 
sector”. 
 
“Community housing must be considered as part of a strategy to increase the 
supply of affordable housing to relieve pressure on the overall housing market,” 
he said. 
 
“Community housing providers have the proven capability and capacity to step 
up to help the Government deal with this pressure issue.  The extremely 
successful transfer of public housing to the community sector in Tasmania has 
highlighted this and is just one way we can deliver. 
 

Community Housing Council of SA Inc 
Peak Industry Body for Community Housing Providers in South Australia 
283-285 Payneham Road, ROYSTON PARK SA 5070 
Ph. (08) 8362 1022   Fx. (08) 8362 1944    E-mail: info@chcsa.org.au   Website:  www.chcsa.org.au 
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As published in the Financial Review on 10
th

 July 2016 
 

Australia is in the midst of a housing crisis – in general affordability, in the availability for homes for key workers (affordable 
housing), and in the provision of accommodation for the socially disadvantaged (social housing). 
 

Governments and the private sector must work together to provide affordable and social housing, because, just like roads 
and rail, accommodation for all is critical infrastructure for the economy. 
 

It makes good economic sense to locate these people in housing that maximises the value to the community and therefore 
minimises our long term costs as tax payers. 
 

If we do not acknowledge and address this issue now, it will only get worse and the longer term cost to our community will 
only exacerbate the financial pressure to future federal and state budgets. 
 

The economic impact and productivity of this country is inextricably linked to the fundamental need of a stable form of 
shelter to all its residents; rich or poor, so they can properly contribute to the economic prosperity of Australia. 
 

The Australian Urban Housing Research Institute has done numerous studies quantifying this issue and, from a Government 
perspective – both federal and state – it is in everyone’s long-term economic interest to provide shelter for people that 
cannot afford market housing.  It will cost us, as tax payers, too much in the long term if we don’t. 
 

The economic and social consequences of the lack of affordable shelter permeate our society but are not recognised in our 
general consciousness and not front page news.  If we don’t recognise and address the issue, it will eventually become 
front page new and the cost will be a lot more significant. 
 

In many US cities including New York, Chicago and San Francisco, both sides of politics understand this dynamic and believe 
that investing in social and affordable housing makes good business sense. 
 

It is seen as good for the economy.  And it’s just good business. 
 

In the US, they also recognise to get the private sector involved with “below-market” housing, the government needs to 
subsidise the uneconomic portion to enable them to participate.  In the US they developed the low income housing tax 
credit model to create the additional funds needed to stimulate private sector delivery. 
 

It is no different in Australia.  Well-placed, affordable housing for key workers, located in areas where society needs their 
services, and public housing, where tenants have ready access to existing infrastructure, service and jobs, also makes good 
and rational business sense. 
 

To read the full article click here 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
 

“With interest rates at historic lows, the conditions have never been better for community housing providers to generate 
private investment from the major banks, superannuation funds and smaller financial institutes. 
 

“As a sector, we will be pursuing innovative, practical models to achieve this along with policy and legislative reform at 
State and Federal level.” 
 

Mr Lennon said as the world faced increasingly turbulent and challenging times, housing was more important than ever. 
 

“Housing helps people stabilise their lives,” he said.  “It gives us a platform to grow and go forward - which is essential for 
individual wellbeing, prosperity and that of our country.” 
 

For further information please contact Danielle Gordon on 0401 696 853.  
 

Social housing is critical infrastructure 
 

Housing must be driving force – not backseat passenger, 
says new CHIA chair 
 

http://www.afr.com/real-estate/social-housing-is-critical-infrastructure-20160710-gq2dnx


 

 

 

 
 
As published in a Community Housing Bulletin distributed by Renewal SA on Friday 8

th
 July 2016 

 

All community housing providers regardless of the status of the new Master Agreement are required to submit their 
reporting requirements under their previous funding arrangements for the 2015/2016 financial year.  This includes the 
arrangements under the Funding Agreement, NBESP, AHIF and other agreements that providers operated under during the 
financial year. 
 

The below table outlines reporting requirements and due dates, for further information click here or contact your Business 
Relations Specialist.  Reports should be submitted to IndustryPartnershipsCHP@sa.gov.au 
 

Rent reviews From 20
th

 March and 20
th

  September 2016 Bi-annually 

Quarterly Data Return By 21
st

 of July, October, January & April 2016 Quarterly 

AIHW Data collection 31
st

 July 2016 Annually 

Annual Capital Contribution Reconciliation Statement 30
th

 September 2016 Annually 

Summary maintenance plan 30
th

 September 2016 Annually 

Notification of office bearers 30
th

 September 2016 Annually 

Audited financial statement (or annual reporting 
including audited financial statements) 

30
th

 September 2016 Annually 

NBESP & AHIF Master Deed Maintenance Plan 31
st

 October 2016 Annually 

AHIF Annual Returns & Certification 30
th

 November 2016 Annually 
 

Providers who are still under the Funding Agreement must continue to submit their Capital Contribution statement (rent 
funding worksheet) by the 21

st
 of every month.  Please ensure reports are submitted by the due dates and if you have 

specific queries please contact your assigned Business Relations Specialist. 
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As published on the Australasian Housing Institute’s website 
 

The Australasian Housing Institute and the Aboriginal Housing Office present the Aboriginal Housing Master Class, 
supporting a sustainable housing sector for Aboriginal people.   
 

With the intent to provide an opportunity for senior housing professionals whose primary focus is housing Aboriginal 
people to share results and generate ideas to work toward resolving existing Aboriginal housing issues and act on future 
Aboriginal housing needs, the master class will combine relevant case studies, discussions and workshops around different 
aspects of Aboriginal Housing, such as tenancy and property management, economic development, employment. 
 

A key focus will be on combining the experience of mainstream housing and Aboriginal housing to learn from each other 
and collaborate to better address Aboriginal housing issues and support sustainable housing for Aboriginal people. 
 

This conference will be held on the Thursday 8
th

 & Friday 9
th

 September 2016 in Sydney.  For more information or to 
register for this conference click here 
 
 
 
 
 

As published in the Catalyst Foundation E-News distributed on 7
th

 July 2016  
 

The launch of the Catalyst Foundation formally marks the transformation of Seniors Information Service to Catalyst 
Foundation.  This change reflects the evolving work that has been undertaken by SIS in the areas of ageing, disability, 
lifestyle, business and employment and learning that is offered to the community of South Australia.   
 

The Catalyst Foundations vision is to improve the wellbeing of South Australians by enabling individuals, their families and 
carers to have the confidence, capacity and capability to exercise choice and control in living life to the fullest.  Through 
support and assistance we aim to be the catalyst in people’s lives. 
 

For more information on the services offered by the Catalyst Foundation click here 

Community Housing Provider reporting requirements 
 

Aboriginal Housing Master Class 
 

Introducing the Catalyst Foundation 
 

http://www.sa.gov.au/communityhousing
mailto:IndustryPartnershipsCHP@sa.gov.au
http://events.housinginstitute.org/au/courses/104-aboriginal-housing-master-class
http://www.catalystfoundation.com.au/


 

 

 

 
 

As written by Anna Minges, Project Manager, Sustainable Communities, Westside Housing Association 
 

The community housing sector in Australia has platforms for a variety of professionals to meet and share information.  
Operations managers, assets managers, maintenance managers and CEOs all meet regularly but after six months of 
scouting around, I have yet to find anything for tenant engagement professionals.   
 

I approached the Community Housing Council of SA to establish a Tenant Engagement in Community Housing Forum and 
with their support the first forum took place on Thursday 7

th
 July 2016.  Starting as a South Australian based project it is 

hoped that this concept will eventually go national. 
 

It was great to see 16 people attend our first forum representing 11 housing associations.  We look forward to meeting on 
a regular basis to establish an ongoing knowledge-sharing networking opportunity for the community housing sector. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As published in a joint News Release by the Hon Zoe Bettison, MP and the Hon Tom Koutsantonis, MP on 6
th

 July 2016 
 

The innovative South Australian domestic violence initiative that won praise from domestic violence campaigner Rosie 
Batty will receive additional funding in the 2016-2017 State Budget. 
 

The Multi-Agency Protection Service (MAPS) was the first of its kind in Australia, bringing together staff from SA Police, the 
Department for Education and Child Development, SA Health, Housing SA and the Department for Correctional Services to 
ensure a co-ordinated response to high risk cases. 
 

To read the full News Release click here 
 

Tenant Engagement in Community Housing Forum 
 

State Budget 2016/2017:  More funding for domestic 
violence Multi-Agency Protection Service 
 

http://www.premier.sa.gov.au/index.php/zoe-bettison-news-releases/791-more-funding-for-domestic-violence-multi-agency-protection-service


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
As published on the AHURI website 
 

The Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute will be holding a one-day conference on Wednesday 14
th

 September 
2016 at the iconic Adelaide Oval to investigate the future of housing assistance in Australia. 
 

Conference Overview 
 
With the election of a new Federal Government and national funding agreements up for renewal, now is the right time to 
debate, discuss and consider the future of housing assistance in Australia.  Over the course of the day, this national 
conversation will examine the following: 
 

 Political leadership and the future of housing assistance 

 Current demand for housing assistance in Australia – featuring the latest AHURI research 

 Strategies for increasing the supply of affordable housing 

 Strategies for improving tenancy management and support 

 Contemporary trends in social policy and their relationship to housing assistance 

 
This conference will be held in the Ian McLachlan Room of the Adelaide Oval, War Memorial Drive, North Adelaide from 
8am – 4.15pm on Wednesday 14

th
 September 2016.  Tickets are $295 per person including GST.  To visit the conference 

website or book your ticket click here 
 
 
 
 
 

As published on the CHCSA website 
 

The Community Housing Industry Association, the NSW Federation of Housing Associations, the Community Housing 
Federation of Victoria and the Community Housing Council of SA have produced a joint submission in response to the 
Smart Cities Plan. 
 

This joint submission flags the community housing industry’s desire to make an ongoing contribution to the development 
of the Smart Cities agenda from a rapidly growing and dynamic part of the not-for-profit sector.   
 

To read the full submission click here 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As published on the Department of Planning, Transport & Infrastructure website 
 

The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure, in partnership with the Motor Accident Commission, is offering 
grants for groups and organisations to deliver projects that support safer, greener and more active travel choices. 
 
Projects can focus on improving road safety behaviours or getting people to ride, walk, catch public transport and use the 
car less. Applications for the next round of Community Grants open on Monday 25

th
 July 2016 and close at 5pm on Sunday 

4
th

 September 2016. 
 
For more information or to apply for one of these grants click here 

  

AHURI One-Day Conference: 
The future of housing assistance 
 

Joint submission on the Smart Cities Plan 
 

Community grants for safer, greener  
and more active travel 
 

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/events/the-future-of-housing-assistance
http://chcsa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/CH-Submission-on-Smart-Cities-Plan-2016.pdf
http://dpti.sa.gov.au/communityprograms/community_grants


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
THURSDAY 21

ST
 JULY 2016   Good Governance Training Workshop 

 
TUESDAY 26

TH
 JULY 2016    G-Force Maintenance Training Workshop  

 
FRIDAY 29

TH
 JULY 2016    Public Information Session  

 
TUESDAY 2

ND
 AUGUST 2016   G-Force Maintenance Training Workshop  

 
THURSDAY 4

TH
 AUGUST 2016   ICH Course Commences 

 
FRIDAY 5

TH
 AUGUST 2016    Associations’ Forum  

 
WEDNESDAY 10

TH
 AUGUST 2016   Central Forum 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Consumer and Business Services (CBS) 

 
South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT) 

 
Tenancy Information & Advisory Services (TIAS) 

 
Community Centres SA 

 
Mediation SA 

 
Legislation 

 
ATO Benchmark Market Rent Rates    

 
STARService      

 
Volunteering SA&NT 

 
DCSI Focus Magazine - May 2016 
 

Act for a sustainable future: only print if needed.  

We are committed to providing you the best service possible.  

Disclaimer:  

This e-mail may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient (s) may access, use, distribute or copy 

this e-mail. If this e-mail is received in error, please inform the sender by return e-mail and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this 
message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the e-mail and any attached files for viruses. 

CHCSA Calendar of Events 
 

CHCSA Recommended Links 
 

http://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/wcm/about/office-locations/
http://www.sacat.sa.gov.au/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://www.syc.net.au/tias/overview/
http://www.communitycentressa.asn.au/news
http://mediationsa.org.au/
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx
https://www.ato.gov.au/business/bus/gst-and-non-commercial-rules---benchmark-market-values/?anchor=Table5
https://www.starservice.sa.gov.au/documents/DCSI-779_PCD_Starservice_booklet_FA.pdf
http://www.volunteeringsa.org.au/
http://www.joomag.com/magazine/focus-may-2016/0602591001461215604?short%20%20%20

