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As published in The Advertiser on 11
th

 September 2016 
 

Commonwealth Bank backs South Australian social 
housing provider, Unity, to the tune of $50m 
 

A $50 million finance injection for South Australia’s largest community housing 
provider will allow hundreds more homes for low-income earners to be built 
more quickly and with greater certainty, according to the organisation’s chief 
executive. 
 

The Commonwealth Bank and Unity Housing have signed a $50m low-cost 
housing partnership in a deal being hailed as the largest such deal of its type for 
the state. 
 

Unity chief executive Matthew Woodward said the deal will allow the not-for-
profit organisation to refinance existing debt, improve cash flow, and provide 
access to funds at a cheaper price so “we can do more”. 
 

“This is fantastic news for all those low-income households living in housing 
stress and those waiting for public housing” he said. 
 

“What this means for Unity Housing is that we now have a pre-commitment in 
terms of access to finance as long as we meet (lending) metrics”. 
 

“The size and certainty of this funding by the Commonwealth Bank means we 
can make concrete plans for new supply of low-cost housing, on top of our 
recently completed $80 million redevelopment program”. 
 

“It also makes our operations much more efficient, as we will no longer have 
project-by-project finance negotiations to deal with”. 
 

Unity Housing chief executive, Matthew Woodward, says a $50m funding deal 
with Commonwealth Bank will give the housing provider more certainty in 
building affordable housing.   
 

Unity Housing manages more than $500m worth of housing with 75 staff 
operating out of six regional offices.  It has more than 1800 properties across SA 
and has completed more than $80 million worth of property development over 
the past five years. 
 

Mr Woodward expected the increased cash injection will provide finance for 
“hundreds of new homes”. 
 

“From our point of view we are delivering what the government is asking of us 
(in providing housing) and we’re contributing in terms of economic stimulus and 
activity and that’s really important for the construction industry,” he said. 
 

To read the full article click here 
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A link between poor living conditions and health was highlighted recently in new research led by the University of Adelaide.  
The research estimates that more than one million Australians are living in sub-standard housing.  Associate Professor, 
Emma Baker, from the University of Adelaide’s School of Architecture and Built Environment said “housing slums used to 
be common in the inner parts of major Australian cities, as well as in many country towns.  Thankfully, government 
intervention, economic prosperity and tenancy laws all improved housing conditions across Australia, and within a century 
the majority of our population benefited from good housing and high rates of home ownership”. 
 

Some of the most vulnerable Australians are living in housing that is regarded as very poor or derelict which is having an 
impact on their health and wellbeing.  “Poor housing makes the already disadvantaged even worse off.  Younger people, 
people with disabilities and ill health, those with low incomes, the unemployed or those in part-time employment, 
Indigenous people, and renters are much more likely to be found in the emerging slums of 21

st
 century Australia,” she says. 

 

The findings of this research were published in the Journal of Prevention & Intervention in the Community, with the authors 
warning that poor housing conditions are more prevalent in Australia than we think.  To read the full report on the 
University of Adelaide website, click here 
 
 
 
 

As published on the AHURI website 
 

Keynote Speakers Announced 
 

The Future of Housing Assistance conference is committed to exploring housing assistance on a national level.  AHURI is 
pleased to welcome the SA and QLD Housing Ministers as keynote speakers.  Both Ministers are leading important housing 
strategies within their state and will provide a valuable contribution to the conversation. 
 

The Hon Zoe Bettison MP, SA Minister for Social Housing – Zoe Bettison manages a number of key portfolios within the 
South Australian Government including social housing.  She is passionate about learning and has a strong interest in 
education, training and business investment.  Participation in the economy for all South Australians is a key drive for her 
interest in politics. 
 

The Hon Mick de Brenni MP, Qld Minister for Housing and Public Works – Mick de Brenni commenced as Minister for 
Housing and Public Works in December 2015.  Mr de Brenni is passionate about standing up for local service providers and 
volunteer based organisations, ensuring they get a fair go from government. 
 

The Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute’s Future of Housing Assistance Conference will be held in the Ian 
McLachlan Room of the Adelaide Oval on Wednesday 19

th
 October 2016 with registrations commencing at 8am.  To read 

more about this conference, download a preliminary program or register your interest please click here 
 
 
 
 
 

As published on the SafeWork SA website 
 

Safework SA lunchtime information sessions are popular with people eager to hear from guest speakers about various 
work health and safety issues.  Six great sessions are scheduled during National Safe Work Month in October.  Each of the 
sessions below will be presented at the State Library (Hetzel Lecture Theatre) in North Terrace Adelaide. 
 

Thursday 6
th

 October 2016 
12pm – 12.45pm – Cyber safety: overcoming the digital divide  
1pm – 1.45pm – Armed robbery prevention 
 

Wednesday 12
th

 October 2016 
12pm – 12.45pm – Getting bushfire ready 
1pm – 1.45pm – Skin cancer prevention and early detection 
 

Wednesday 19
th

 October 2016 
12pm – 12.45pm – Drugs and alcohol:  three steps to a safer workplace 
1pm – 1.45pm – Depression and anxiety at work:  understanding and identifying it, and when to seek help 
 

The Future of Housing Assistance 
 

Research led by the University of Adelaide  
Identifies many Australians live in unhealthy housing 
 

SafeWork SA lunchtime Information Sessions 
 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/news/news87203.html
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Bookings open soon, for more information or to book your place click here 
 
As published in a joint media release between The Hon Christian Porter MP, Minister for Social Services and The Hon 
Michaelia Cash, Minister for Women on 9

th
 September 2016 

 
Local communities across Australia will share an extra $1.7 million in funding from the Australian Government to develop 
community projects to build connections and help reduce violence against women and their children. 
 
Minister for Social Services, Christian Porter, and Minister for Women, Senator The Hon Michaelia Cash, announced the 
Building Safe Communities for Women grants in recognition of National Child Protection Week. 
 
“Each successful project will receive up to $75,000 per year to develop local solutions that meet the individual needs of 
each community,” Mr Porter said. 
 
“This could include communicating about violence in relationships, raising awareness about the impacts of violence against 
women, or building community networks to support women experiencing violence. 
 
“Late last year the Coalition Government provided grants to 28 projects across the country, including crisis 
accommodation, education programmes and prevention initiatives.  But it is clear that more is needed – the number of 
suitable applications for that funding far exceeded the number of grants available.” 
 

To read the full media release click here 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Permanent full-time position 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is a major international charitable and voluntary organisation, operating in South Australia 
since 1884.  Frederic Ozanam Housing is a respected Community Housing organisation that operates as part of St Vincent 
de Paul SA.   
 
This Tenancy Officer role is responsible for: 
 

 Providing tenancy management with our housing properties 

 Managing allocations of tenants into our housing properties 
 

The successful candidate will manage a portfolio of housing properties and is responsible for providing effective housing, 
tenancy and property management solutions and services to tenants and delivering exceptional customer service in 
accordance with the Society’s values. 
 

Attractive salary packaging will be available.  Applicants need to be willing to work within the philosophy of the St Vincent 
de Paul Society and undertake a National Police Check and Medical Assessment. 
 

Applicants should submit their CV together with a brief covering letter demonstrating how their experience, interest and 
qualifications relate to this role.  The job description is located here. 
 

Please email your covering letter and CV to hr@svdpsa.org.au or post to St Vincent de Paul Society (SA), GPO Box 1804, 
Adelaide SA  5001.   
 
Confidential enquiries can be directed to Roman Kowalczyk, State Manager, Frederic Ozanam Housing on 0401 120 021 
(please leave a message if unavailable). 
 

Applications close at 5pm on Monday 26
th

 September 2016.   
 
Please note:  Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted for an interview. 
 

Building stronger and safer communities for everyone 
 

Position Vacant – Tenancy Officer 
Frederic Ozanam Housing 
 

http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=2567%23.V9ZVcDV6-f8
http://christianporter.dss.gov.au/media-releases/building-stronger-and-safer-communities-for-everyone
https://www.vinnies.org.au/content/Document/SA/Tenancy%20Officer%20Role%20Discription_7_9_16.pdf
mailto:hr@svdpsa.org.au


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
As published on the Australasian Housing Institute’s website 
 

Asset Management Framework:  Immediate benefits from long term planning 
 

This presentation, hosted by Donald Proctor, Group Manager Assets with Compass Housing Services, outlines the Asset 
Management Framework development process.  Highlighting the immediate benefits obtained by Compass Housing 
Services and explores the challenges that it raises for the future. 
 

Compass Housing Services is a growing Tier 1 Community Housing Provider, operating in Regional NSW and Queensland.  
Throughout 2013 and 2014 Compass developed a new approach to Strategic Asset Management Planning with the 
adoption of its “Asset Management Framework” consisting of a 10 year Asset Management Strategy and numerous 
supporting plans and documents. 
 

As well as having an easy to read document available for asset and non-asset people alike to better understand the 
rationale for Compass’ asset management approach.  Compass has received a number of immediate benefits from going 
through the process. 
 

Donald Proctor has a background in architecture, planning and public housing asset management.  He is a former president 
of the Australasian Housing Institute and a Certified Housing Professional.  This webinar will be held on Friday 21

st
 October 

2016 commencing at 10.30am.  To register your attendance click here 
 
 
 
 
 

As published in the SACOSS E-Bulletin 
 

The Broadley Trust offering funding for innovative projects 
 

The Broadley Trust seeks expressions of interest from organisations with charitable status for small grants up to $20K in the 
first instance.  The priorities of the Trust at this time are to: 
 

 Provide assistance or advocacy for asylum seekers and refugees 

 Support youth employment initiatives 

 Contribute to housing and homelessness assistance 

 Assist in reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians, and 

 Facilitate international development. 
 

The priority is for projects that kick-start, facilitate or contribute to innovative work.  Preference will be shown to projects 
which can demonstrate outcomes consistent with objectives. 
 

Applications close on 10
th

 October 2016.  A single page Expression of Interest which provides a project overview should be 
sent to trustees@broadley.org.au.  If selected to proceed, a full application form will be sent to you.  For further 
information about the Broadley Trust click here 
 

The 2016-27 DCS Community Grants are now open 
 

DCS is committed to strengthening strategic partnerships with community organisations through the provision of 
Community Grants.  These grants were introduced in 2013 and aim to provide additional innovative, imaginative and 
creative services and programs within both the custodial and community based settings. 
 

The grants aim to enhance protective factors of offenders in relation to their recidivism.  Protective factors include 
addressing matters such as employment, health, housing, relationships, finance and budgeting, and a range of other key 
life skills.  DCS recognises that connection to community and meaningful activity are important. 
 
Applications close on 17

th
 October 2016.  To download funding guidelines and application forms click here 

AHI announces first event in series  
of Professional Development Webinars 
 

The Broadley Trust and DCS Grants Now Available 
 

http://events.housinginstitute.org/au/courses/124-asset-management-framework-webinar
mailto:trustees@broadley.org.au
http://www.broadley.org.au/
http://www.corrections.sa.gov.au/dcs-projects


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 14

TH
 SEPTEMBER 2016  Central Forum  

 
MONDAY 26

TH
 SEPTEMBER 2016   Public Information Session 

 
FRIDAY 7

TH
 OCTOBER 2016   Associations’ Forum   

 
MONDAY 10

TH
 OCTOBER 2016   ICH Course Commences 
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Renewal SA 
 

Act for a sustainable future: only print if needed.  

We are committed to providing you the best service possible.  

Disclaimer:  

This e-mail may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient (s) may access, use, distribute or copy 

this e-mail. If this e-mail is received in error, please inform the sender by return e-mail and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this 

message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the e-mail and any attached files for viruses. 
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