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The CHCSA co-hosted a forum with SACOSS and the CEFC in South Australia        
on the 19

th
 October 2015 regarding the potential funding available for 

Community Housing Programs in SA.  The article below was recently   
published on the CEFC website. 

 
The Clean Energy Finance Corporation has created a major new program to help 
drive the construction of market-leading energy efficient community housing in 
2016. 

 
The program will deliver lower energy costs for low income families and 
residents while helping improve Australia’s cities and built environment and 
lowering Australia’s carbon footprint. 

 
The $250 million Community Housing Program is targeting the construction of 
as many as 1,000 new energy efficient dwellings Australia-wide, via Australia’s 
growing network of Community Housing Providers. 

 
It builds on the CEFC’s commitment to lend up to $60 million to SGCH for the 
construction of over 200 new energy efficient homes, mainly in Sydney’s south, 
to a seven-star rating under the Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme 
(NatHERS).  The finance is also being used to upgrade some of SGCH’s 4,300 
existing properties to improve their energy efficiency and lower their tenants’ 
energy bills. 

 

Program Highlights 
 
CEFC finance for energy efficient community housing offers several important 
benefits, including: 

 
 Accelerating Australia’s move towards a lower carbon economy 

 Lowering the energy bills of low income tenants 

 Providing capital to a sector which has historically struggled to raise  

 funding 

 Providing eligible projects with access to long-term 10-year finance 

 Providing finance which can be used to complement funding or finance  

 sourced from other state government initiatives or co-financiers 

 Meeting high community demand for affordable housing. 

 
To read the full article including information on how community housing 
providers can secure this finance click here 
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The Australian Housing and Research Institute have released a Policy Bulletin titled “Addressing the housing needs of 
participants is critical to NDIS success’’.  The following is a description of this document that has been published on the 
AHURI website  

 
Recent reforms in the disability sector through the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) will allocate funding to 
individuals who will be able to exercise greater control over its use.  More people with disabilities will be able to access 
support to move from congregate care, group homes, their parents’ home or unstable housing to more independent 
living arrangements. 

 
Reasons for moving home were varied, but many wanted to live independently in housing that met their preferences for 
design and location.  A key barrier they faced was lack of affordable housing.  Those that had succeeded in accessing 
social housing had done so through special programs, or by being classified at risk of homelessness.  

 
Where people with disabilities were able to move to preferred housing in a suitable location (close to family, public 
transport and services), they experienced positive outcomes such as feelings of independence, social participation, and 
improvements in physical and mental health.   

 
Detailed housing policies and strategies will be needed to respond to the NDIS.  New supplies of affordable housing are a 
priority, but so also is adaptable design to enable people with disabilities to age in place.   

 
The study highlights the benefits of choice and flexibility in funding, but also recognises that strategies will also need to 
integrate sufficient advocacy, information and tenancy management assistance to prepare and support people into new 
living arrangements.  Separate program funding to build capacity in formal and information support networks will also be 
required. 

 
To read the full article and the Policy Bulletin click here 

 

 
 
 
 

As published in the ACNC Commissioner’s Column on 11
th

 February 2016  

 
With the end of January, the due date for the 2015 Annual Information Statement passed for many charities.  We are 
pleased to see that the majority of charities submitted their statements on time. 

 
Of the 30,000 charities that were required to submit an AIS by the end of January, more than 20,000 charities have done 
so.  This represents a timely submission rate of more than 70 per cent. 

 
The Australian public expects charities to be well-run and transparent, and providing your charity’s AIS on time 
demonstrates a commitment to this.  The statements are published on the ACNC Register so that the people who benefit 
from your charity, supporters, donors, volunteers and the public at large can see clearly how your charity is run and what 
it does. 

 
Although the majority of charities submitted on time, there remains a significant minority that haven’t submitted their 
2015 AIS yet.  These charities run the risk of having red overdue marks placed against their profiles on the public Charity 
Register, and then potentially penalties or a loss of registration.   

 
If charities do not file their reports on time, the public may draw adverse conclusions about how they are governed more 
generally.  I urge the charities that haven’t submitted their 2015 AIS to do so as soon as possible. 

 
To read the full Commissioner’s Column click here 

 
 

AHURI – Accommodation NDIS:  maximising housing choice 
in a reformed disability sector  

ACNC – 2015 Annual Information Statements  

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/publications/projects/p71040
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Comms/Com_Col/CC20160211.aspx


 

 

 

 
 

 
Anglicare SA Housing have a number of vacancies available for community housing tenants.  Rent is calculated at 25% 
of the household income plus Commonwealth Rent Assistance.  For more information on the following vacancies please 
contact Shelley at Anglicare on 1800 252 772. 

 
2 x 1 Bedroom self-contained Community Housing Units 
Elizabeth Grove, within a small group of units all managed by Anglicare 

 
3 Bedroom Family Home 
Elizabeth Grove, with large enclosed rear garden 

 
3 Bedroom Townhouse 
Elizabeth Vale, with small rear garden and enclosed parking 

 
 
 
 

 
This is the second in a series of articles highlighting the useful information that can be found for both tenants and 
housing providers on the www.sa.gov.au website.  The information below can be found here 

 
Community housing is not emergency accommodation, it is accommodation provided primarily to vulnerable low income 
households who are unable to maintain other forms of accommodation.  You can register for community housing if you 
are eligible. 

 

Housing need categories 
 
Most providers give priority to households with the highest housing needs.  Households with highest needs are offered 
housing ahead of other households. 

 
Category 1 
People in urgent need of housing and have long term barriers to accessing or maintaining private housing options. 

 
Category 2 
People who are not currently in urgent housing need but have long term barriers to accessing or maintaining private 
housing options or those who meet the needs test. 

 
Category 3 
People who don’t have urgent housing needs or long term barriers to other housing options. 

 
If you have a moderate or lower housing need, you may not be offered housing because public and community housing is 
limited.  You may want to consider other types of housing assistance that could be available to you now.  This includes 
help paying a bond or affordable home ownership.   

 
Community housing is administered, maintained and managed by non-government organisations.  There are two types of 
community housing providers: 

 

Community housing providers 
 
Previously called housing associations, community housing providers are run by independent skills based boards with 
strong links to their community.  They provide housing for specific disadvantaged groups in the community.  Vacancies in 
community housing are not high, so people should consider a range of options. 
 

Anglicare SA Housing Vacancies 

How do tenants qualify for Community Housing? 

http://www.sa.gov.au/
http://www.sa.gov.au/topics/housing-property-and-land/housing/public-and-community-housing/register-public-housing/about-public-community-housing


 

 

 

Volunteer member-tenant managed community housing 
 

Previously called housing co-operatives, volunteer member-tenant managed community housing is administered, 
maintained and managed by members, who are also tenants.  They have responsibility to: 
 

 Attend meetings 

 Go to training 

 Be active in the group – for example be the treasurer, secretary or maintenance manager 

 Help with tenancy, financial and property management 

The information above can be found on the www.sa.gov.au website, as pictured below: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Following the release of The 2016 Report on Government Services, the CHCSA E-Bulletin will publish a series of excerpts 
from the document that South Australian CHP’s will find of interest.   
 

Community Housing Statistics 
 
At 30 June 2015, 69,171 households were assisted with community housing, and there were 72,105 community housing 
tenancy rental units in Australia, roughly double the number in 2006, reflecting the change in Australian housing policy 
during that time. 
 
In South Australia that figure has increased from 4,348 community housing dwellings in 2006 to 5,942 community housing 
dwellings at 30 June 2015.  The number of South Australian households in community housing increased from 3,817 in 
2006 to 5,701 at 30 June 2015. 
 
Nationally in 2015, the proportion of total rental stock occupied was 94.4 per cent for community housing.  The occupancy 
rate for South Australia as at 30

 
June 2015 was 96% a big increase from an occupancy rate of 78.8% in 2011. 

 
For the full Report on Government Services:  Housing and homelessness click here 

Report on Government Services 2016:                                        
Housing & homelessness 

 

http://www.sa.gov.au/
http://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2016/housing-and-homelessness/rogs-2016-volumeg-housing-and-homelessness.pdf


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The following information is published on the SA Government’s YourSAy website – Comments on this consultation will 
close on Monday 22

nd
 February 2016  

 

What is being decided? 
 

People can find it hard to enter and maintain private rental tenancies.  This can be due to a range of factors such as low 
incomes, discrimination, or difficulty with the application process. 
 

One in three people rent their home in South Australia, including half of the state’s low-income households.  The large 
majority of those low-income households pay such a large proportion of their income towards rent that they struggle to 
meet other costs of living. 
 

Everyone should have access to affordable housing.  That’s why this project was created to get Government, community 
organisations, and real estate agents in the same room, working together on this issue.  By understanding the challenges 
people face, options can be looked at for addressing these challenges in a fair and sustainable manner. 
 

How can your input influence the decision? 
 

Your input will help create a broad understanding of the challenges people face when renting in South Australia.  Once the 
most important issues are understood, sustainable solutions can be created. 
 

How will your input be used? 
 

Your input will ensure a wide range of perspectives are included in the recommendations put forward to the SA 
Government.  In addition to discussions online, focus groups will be held to more deeply understand the key issues at the 
end of February 2016.  Survey results and a summary of all feedback received will be published on the YourSAy website. 
 

For further information including fact sheets, contact details and links to the discussion and surveys click here 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 13
th 

February 2016 marked the 8
th

 anniversary of the National Apology to the Stolen Generations and a number of 
events were held to celebrate throughout South Australia 
 

“The Apology anniversary theme for 2016 was Heal our Past, Build Our Future, Celebrating our Heroes.  It highlights the 
importance of recognising and sharing the experiences of our Stolen Generations members and those in our communities 
who make a difference.  Our Stolen Generations heroes and their experiences are unique to each region around Australia” 
– as quoted on the Healing Foundation website here. 
 

The following quote comes from the speech made by then Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd on 13
th

 February 2008: 
 

”For the pain, suffering and hurt of these Stolen Generations, their descendants and for their families left behind, we say 
sorry.  To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and the sisters, for the breaking up of families and communities, we say 
sorry.  And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a proud culture, we say sorry.”  
 
 
 
 
 

Community Housing Providers’ are reminded of the changes that took place in Australia Post effective from 4
th

 January 
2016.  Customers now have a choice of Priority and Regular services for sending letters within Australia.  The Priority 
service will see mail reach its destination at the same rate while Regular services will take up to two business days longer.  
Please ensure you keep this in mind when issuing termination notices, leases and lodging SACAT applications. 

The 90 Day Project:  Exploring options to make private 
rental assistance fairer and more sustainable 

 

‘Sorry’ apology to Stolen Generations 

 

Changes to Australia Post delivery times 

http://yoursay.sa.gov.au/decisions/yoursay-engagements-exploring-options-to-make-private-rental-assistance-fairer-and-more-sustainable/about
found%20http:/healingfoundation.org.au/apology-anniversary-13-february-2016/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
MONDAY 22

ND
 FEBRUARY 2016   CHCSA Central Public Information Session (Day) 

 
WEDNESDAY 2

ND
 MARCH 2016   CHCSA Introduction to Community Housing Course Starts 

 
MONDAY 21

ST
 MARCH 2016   CHCSA Central Public Information Session (Night) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Consumer and Business Services (CBS) 

 
South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT) 

 
Tenancy Information & Advisory Services (TIAS) 

 
Community Centres SA 

 
Mediation SA 

 
Legislation 

 
ATO Benchmark Market Rent Rates    

 
STARService      

 
Volunteering SA&NT 

 
DCSI's Focus Magazine    *** NEW LINK *** 
 
 

Act for a sustainable future: only print if needed.  
We are committed to providing you the best service possible.  

 

Disclaimer:  

This e-mail may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient (s) may access, use, distribute or copy 

this e-mail. If this e-mail is received in error, please inform the sender by return e-mail and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this 
message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the e-mail and any attached files for viruses. 

CHCSA Calendar of Events 
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http://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/wcm/about/office-locations/
http://www.sacat.sa.gov.au/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://www.syc.net.au/tias/overview/
http://www.communitycentressa.asn.au/news
http://mediationsa.org.au/
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx
https://www.ato.gov.au/business/bus/gst-and-non-commercial-rules---benchmark-market-values/?anchor=Table5
https://www.starservice.sa.gov.au/documents/DCSI-779_PCD_Starservice_booklet_FA.pdf
http://www.volunteeringsa.org.au/
http://www.joomag.com/magazine/focus-nov-2015/0757057001447030531?short

