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Nominations open for the 2016 SA
Community Achievement Awards
As published on the Awards Australia website
Nominations are now open for the 2016 South Australian Community
Achievement Awards!
The awards are designed to encourage, acknowledge and reward the valuable
contributions that individuals, communities and businesses are making
throughout South Australia.
Categories include the Junction Australia Connecting Communities Award which
recognises grass-roots, ‘real-life’ initiatives (local community groups or not-forprofits) that demonstrate genuine involvement, long-term value and add to the
life of their community.
To find out more about these awards or to make a nomination click here
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2016 Addressing Homelessness
Conference, 4th August
nd

As published in the SACOSS E-Bulletin on 22 June 2016
Home is where the heart is: Building hope for mental health and recovery. The
2016 Addressing Homelessness Conference brings together two sectors, critical
in supporting those in need, to explore holistic policy and service delivery.
Presented by the Don Dunstan Foundation in partnership with the Centre for
Housing, Urban and Regional Planning and the Mental Health Coalition of South
Australia, this unique conference will explore the impacts of mental illness in
people who become homeless and the effect of being homeless on mental
health. The discussion will have a strong focus on the value of better
integration of mental health services and the homelessness sector, informed by
lived experience.
The conference program will profile emerging global, national and state trends
on housing and homelessness, mental health and wellbeing. Interactive
sessions will provide opportunities for discussion, learning and exchange of
ideas.
This conference will be held at the Adelaide Convention Centre on Thursday
th
4 August 2016 from 8.30am to 5.00pm. To read more or to register for this
event click here

Vote Home Campaign: A victory - Labor commits
to halve homelessness by 2025
and work to reduce homelessness
As published in the Vote Home Petition Update
Thanks to your wonderful support Labor have now announced their housing and homelessness policy and it includes the
commitment you called for – a target to halve homelessness by 2025. As the Greens have already committed to a target
to end homelessness, we are now only waiting on policy commitments from the Liberal and National parties.
Homelessness Australia, and the Vote Home Alliance will also continue to encourage Labor to complement their halve
homelessness target with a commitment to the resources needed to achieve it, and the necessary increase in affordable
housing. Thanks again for your fantastic work.
To read the Vote Home Petition Update click here

Labor will make housing more affordable and work to reduce homelessness
As published on Senator Katy Gallagher’s website
A Shorten Labor Government will provide the national leadership required to address housing affordability and take
serious action to reduce homelessness.
For too many Australians, the dream of home ownership remains out of reach while for many others high housing costs
are taking up more than a third of their incomes, with more than 850,000 households living in housing stress.
There are as many as 105,000 people who are homeless on any given night of the year.
At a time when more people are experiencing housing stress and the rates of homelessness remain high, we cannot
continue to stand by and adopt a “business as usual” approach.
Labor will develop a national affordable housing strategy to drive the development of an agreed, coordinated approach
to addressing housing affordability in Australia.
A Shorten Labor Government will also:







Appoint a Minister for Housing and Homelessness.
Make housing affordability a standing item on the COAG agenda.
Include a more comprehensive coverage of housing as part of the Closing the Gap report.
Develop an Affordable Housing Industry Plan to ensure the long-term development of a sustainable affordable
housing sector.
Re-establish the National Housing Supply Council.
Investigate the development of national rental standards.

A Shorten Labor Government, in partnership with States and Territories, will:




Aim to halve homelessness by 2025.
Agree on national targets to increase the supply of affordable housing dwellings.
Report annually through COAG on progress towards the targets.

Senator Katy Gallagher is Labor’s Shadow Minister for Mental Health, Shadow Minister for Housing and Homelessness
and the Shadow Minister Assisting the Leader on State and Territory Relations. To read the full article click here
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Does End of Financial Year
bring you to Tiers ??
With the move to the National Regulatory System and registration under the NRSCH,
Community Housing organisations are facing a changing audit, compliance & reporting
landscape.
At Third Sector Management Solutions both Debra Arnold CPA & Registered Company
Auditor and Natalie Munson CPA have extensive and practical experience within the Community
Housing sector and are able to support and assist your organisation with all reporting,
regulatory, audit & compliance requirements of the NRS and with current & future funding
agreements.
With over 10 years auditing experience solely within the not for profit sector Debra Arnold can
ensure our team at Third Sector Management Solutions can facilitate an auditing solution which
not only meets the compliance requirements of your respective reporting tier and funding
agreement but also proactively supports alignment with best practice and harmonisation of
internal controls and operational procedures.
If you require assistance in financial, KPI and other regulatory reporting requirements, Natalie
Munson combines her extensive knowledge of Community Housing with professional accounting
qualifications to support and facilitate an optimal reporting solution.
You can Contact Us for a free introductory consultation* to discuss financial, operational,
tenancy, property management and auditing services tailored to your Community Housing
organisation. We are a solution which is:
Flexible to your needs
Tailored to meet your requirements
Committed to your business
Delivered with integrity and empathy

Focused on supporting you!
* One hour consultation is free after which standard hourly rate applies

email: solutions@thirdsectormanagement.com.au
phone Deb Arnold: 0402 701 126
phone Natalie Munson: 0402 319 729
fax: 08 8219 0055
www.thirdsectormanagement.com.au
Third Sector Management Solutions is a CPA Practice
Liability limited by a scheme under Professional Standards Legislation

Cities will stop working without a decent housing policy
th

As Published on the In Daily website on Wednesday 15 June 2016
This article follows on from an article titled “Towards a National Housing Strategy” that was published in the 10/16
th
Issue of the CHCSA E-Bulletin on Wednesday 25 May 2016

Opinion
Australia faces the prospect of a permanent “generation rent” if political parties can’t agree on a national bipartisan
approach to tackle housing affordability, writes Ralph Horne and David Adamson. Reforms of capital gains tax
exemptions and discounts are levers to improving housing supply.
We have to move the housing conversation beyond a game of political football about negative-gearing winners and
losers. Australia needs a bipartisan, long-term housing policy. Why? Because we have a slow-burn, deepening crisis that
is affecting Australians who are already highly vulnerable and disadvantaged. They include:




206,000 households on the waiting list for social housing
46 per cent of those with greatest needs wait two years or more; and
105,000 were designated homeless in the 2011 Census.

The UN Rapporteur on Human Rights, following a visit in 2007, concluded that Australia was failing to deliver the
fundamental human right of adequate housing because of the lack of any co-ordinated national strategy. Nothing has
changed since 2007.

A failure to join the dots of housing policy
Our cities will stop working if we do not do something. A decent long-term housing policy is not just about the million or
so Australians who are in housing need, marginal housing or homeless. In reality, housing demand and supply for all
tenures is intricately connected.
Failed first-time buyers rent privately, increasing demand and rent levels. This pushes lower-income families towards
social housing waiting lists and, at the end of the queue, those on marginal incomes are more likely to experience
homelessness.
To read the full article click here

Master Community Housing Agreement update
As Published in Renewal SA’s Community Housing Bulletin distributed to providers

New Fixed Payment Change of Circumstance and Hardship Procedure
The Master Community Housing Agreement negotiation, signing and execution process has been progressing at a rapid
pace in recent months, with over half of the Community Housing Providers signed up to the agreement.
During this process, a range of questions have been raised, with the most frequent relating to the new fixed payment
model and concerns about the financial impact.
The fixed payment model replaces capital contributions and is a set amount per property per week, payable quarterly in
arrears. This new streamlined arrangement simplifies the administration associated with the making and monitoring of
these payments for both providers and Government.
In response to concerns around fixed payments, Renewal SA, in consultation with the Community Housing Council of SA
and Community Housing Service Providers has developed a Fixed Payment – Change of Circumstance and Hardship
Procedure. Although the procedure has been developed especially for small Tier 3 organisations where there is not
sufficient scale to mitigate fluctuations in rental income, it is available to be used should any provider require it.
st

This new procedure was emailed to providers on 21 June 2016.

CHCSA Calendar of Events
TH

TUESDAY 28 JUNE 2016
ST

FRIDAY 1 JULY 2016
TH

MONDAY 4 JULY 2016
TH

WEDNESDAY 13 JULY 2016
ST

THURSDAY 21 JULY 2016
TH

TUESDAY 26 JULY 2016
TH

FRIDAY 29 JULY 2016

Public Information Session
Associations’ Forum
Introduction to Community Housing Course commences
Central Forum
Good Governance Training Workshop
G-Force Maintenance Training Workshop
Public Information Session

CHCSA Recommended Links
Consumer and Business Services (CBS)
South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT)
Tenancy Information & Advisory Services (TIAS)
Community Centres SA
Mediation SA
Legislation
ATO Benchmark Market Rent Rates
STARService
Volunteering SA&NT
DCSI Focus Magazine - May 2016
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