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NDIS Housing: The Missing Piece
Disability Services Consulting recently held three workshops in Adelaide
covering various topics related to the NDIS.
This included a full-day CHCSA partnered workshop on Wednesday 2
November 2016 titled NDIS Housing: The Missing Piece.

nd

More than 50 people attended this workshop representing community housing
providers and support services in South Australia.
Key community players in the NDIS housing field will include housing providers
who will design, construct and manage housing built for NDIS participants.
Between 500 and 900 properties are expected to be built every year across
Australia for the next 8 years.
This workshop identified the housing development opportunities, likely demand
issues and cash flow risks and looked at how housing providers and support
providers will develop relationships in this new world of funding.
To view the presentation from this one-day workshop click here
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CHIA membership is on track to reach triple figures this financial year for the
first time since its inception.
Membership has been growing steadily. Currently there are 98 full community
housing provider members located in every state and territory. CHIA members
own or manage over 46,000 dwellings across Australia.
These members include seven large multi-state providers, smaller CHPs and
specialist providers of housing for people with disability, women, the elderly
and people exiting from homelessness.
On the eve of its second Annual General Meeting, CHIA is still in its formative
stages with board and staff working hard to realise the organisation’s potential.
However, member enrolment and retention is the clearest indicator that the
community housing sector wants a strong national industry body advocating on
its behalf. CHIA is moving in the right direction.

Plenty of buck passing but no agreement
on homelessness funding
th

As published in a Media Release by the Hon Zoe Bettison MP, Minister for Social Housing on 4 November 2016
Claims by Treasurer Scott Morrison and Assistant Minister for Social Services, Zed Seselja that a lack of land for developers
is driving housing affordability are fanciful.
South Australia has a 20 year supply of urban fringe and township land that is residentially zoned, while in Victoria huge
swathes have been released in recent years.
South Australian Social Housing Minister Zoe Bettison says it is a crude attempt to distract attention away from the
Commonwealth not renewing the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness at the ministerial meeting of
homelessness and housing ministers.
The NPAH provides about a third of the $60 million spent on homelessness in South Australia each year, including that
spent on women and children fleeing family violence.
Ms Bettison has led calls for five year funding blocks so providers like the Hutt Street Centre and Catherine House can have
greater certainty.
Currently, the agreement is being rolled over every one or two years, often at the last minute, leaving the sector unable to
employ and retain quality staff, or plan what services they can offer.
To read the full article click here

Calling all members of housing co-ops
Nathan March from Paris Flat Housing Co-operative has set up a network for co-operative members to share information,
troubleshoot problems and foster more cooperation amongst members! Known as the Collective for Innovation in Cooperative Housing (CInCH). Nathan has been considering this for some time but one of the first obstacles to setting up this
network is finding the members!
Nathan has been involved in housing co-operatives for many years at a variety of levels. Not only is he a member of Paris
Flat but he has worked in the areas of administration and training for the CHCSA and has represented Tier 3’s on the CHCSA
Board of Management. This initiative is a stand-alone project and is not linked to the CHCSA in anyway.
If you would like to be part of a network of housing co-operatives that seeks to support each other to build stronger
organisations and a stronger sector, please click here and leave your details. This invitation is for members and office
bearers. Please forward this information onto all members within your co-operative.
One of the first things Nathan will do is a set meeting for early in December so all members can come together and share
ideas about how they can work alongside each other.

DCSI Screening Unit: Important Update
Screening applications must be completed online from 1st December 2016
st

From 1 December 2016 all applications to the DCSI Screening Unit must be submitted using the online screening
application system (unless the applicant can demonstrate that exceptional circumstances apply).
Using the online system enables a faster process time for screening checks. It also helps to reduce application errors and
helps to ensure that the correct application form is used.
For more information click here

Housing SA launches PR Connect
Housing SA has developed an online application form, PR Connect, for customers seeking financial assistance into the
private rental market. PR Connect will enable customers to apply for bond guarantees and rent in advance via
www.sa.gov.au on any device, any time of the day. Customers will receive a provisional response on-screen, followed by a
confirmation outcome when verified by Housing SA via email, SMS, or letter, whichever they prefer.
This initiative will streamline the process for customers, and allow Housing SA and its partnering agencies to focus more
attention on providing advice and support to those who need it.
th

For more information please refer to the 26 October 2016 CHCSA E-Bulletin or click here

Bushfire Ready: Have you got a plan?
As published on the CFS website
Knowing what you need to do to prepare your home and property for bushfire is essential for the safety of you and your
family. Even if your plan is to leave well before a bushfire threatens you can never fully predict what may happen that
prevents you leaving. To be forced to stay and defend when you have not prepared could well cost you your life. The CFS
Bushfire Ready Assessment Tool is a practical online process that will help you recognise exactly what you need to do to
prepare your property.
For further information click here

CBS Tenancies Update: Non-consented bond claims

To read the full FAQ Sheet click here

As published in the CBS Tenancies Update

From 1st December unsupported non-consented bond claims will be rejected
st

As from 1 December 2016 CBS will reject all non-consented bond claims submitted with incomplete paperwork. If you still
want to make a claim, you will need to apply to the South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal where you will be
required to attend a hearing to provide documents supporting the claim.
More than 50 per cent of non-consented bond claims continue to be submitted with incorrect or incomplete documents.
Supporting your claim with the correct documents will speed up the bond claim process.
To read the full Tenancies Update click here.

ACNC: 2016 Annual Information Statement
Reminders and resources
th

As published in the ACNC Update distributed on 9 November 2016
Registered charities are required to submit an Annual Information Statement to the ACNC each year. Failure to do so can
be grounds for revocation of charity status. The exact due date for the Annual Information Statement differs depending on
st
the charity’s reporting period. The majority of registered charities will either use a standard financial reporting period (1
th
st
st
July to 30 June) or a calendar reporting period (1 January to 31 December). For those charities using the standard
st
financial reporting period, the 2016 Annual Information Statement is due by 31 January 2017.
In addition to contacting ACNC Advice Services team, charities have access to a user-friendly guide, a checklist and step-bystep screencasts. These helpful (and free) resources are specifically designed to help charities work through and submit
their 2016 Annual Information Statement accurately and on time.
For further information or to access these resources click here

CHCSA Calendar of Events
RD

WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2016
TH

FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2016
FRIDAY 2

ND

DECEMBER 2016
TH

THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 2016
TH

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 2016

ICH Course Commences
CHCSA 2016 Annual General Meeting
Associations’ Forum
Public Information Session
CHCSA 2016 Office Closure

CHCSA Recommended Links
Consumer and Business Services (CBS)
South Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT)
Tenancy Information & Advisory Services (TIAS)
Community Centres SA
Mediation SA
Legislation
ATO Benchmark Market Rent Rates
STARService
Volunteering SA&NT
Renewal SA

Act for a sustainable future: only print if needed.
We are committed to providing you the best service possible.
Disclaimer:
This e-mail may contain confidential information, which also may be legally privileged. Only the intended recipient (s) may access, use, distribute or copy
this e-mail. If this e-mail is received in error, please inform the sender by return e-mail and delete the original. If there are doubts about the validity of this
message, please contact the sender by telephone. It is the recipient’s responsibility to check the e-mail and any attached files for viruses.

